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 The natural progress of things is for liberty to yield and government to gain ground.   

 

 I believe there is a peaceful solution to our economic and social problems that seem to be 

getting more serious with each passing year.  This solution requires a strategic decrease on the 

dependency on and size of government and a corresponding increase in the power of the citizens.   

 The Thayn Doctrine says: 

1. As government grows, by taking choices and resources from the people, the cost of government 

goes up and social problems worsen. 

2. As the people regain power and/or are empowered, with choices and resources, the cost of 

government goes down and social problems improve. 

3. The people cannot regain power without the cooperation of government and government must 

be an active partner in empowering the people, by relinquishing the power that it took unjustly 

and unwisely, that it never should have taken, and give this power back to the people by 

empowering the people with choices and resources. 

The Thayn Doctrine raises several important issues including:  

• How government obtains funds  

• How can the relative balance of power between government and the people be measured and 

what is an appropriate level 

• How government gains power 

• How to transfer power back to the people 

• Why government must be involved in changing its own policies so that the people can become 

re-empowered.   

Government raises funds through taxation.  Every year the government must go to the people, who 

create wealth in the first place, and receive its annual subsidized from the people.  The people are the 

source of government’s resources.  Some, mistakenly, believe that government can create funding 

simply by increasing the money supply.  This is erroneous for two reasons.  First, deficit spending is 

another form of taxation by diluting the value of the money already in circulation.  Second, deficit 

spending has a short lifespan of utility.  It can’t go on forever without destroying the economy. 

The productive capacity of the people is the source of government funding. 

The balance of power between the government and the people can be measured by the percent of 

the GDP (gross domestic product) which government controls and the percent the people control.  Right 

now, according to the American for Tax Reform1, government controls 63 percent of the GDP when 

taxes at all levels of government, regulatory costs, and deficit spending are included.  This means that 

the people only control about 37 percent of the wealth they create.  To show how serious this problem 

is, in 1905, all levels of government (federal, state, local), controlled only 8 percent of the GDP while the 

people controlled 92 percent.    

The appropriate level of government versus spending by the people is a debatable point.  It is less 

than the current 63 – 37 split.  The level should be at least 50 – 50 and probably closer to 20 - 80.   

Freedom requires both choices and access to resources.   As government controls a greater percent 

of the resources, the people control less and the people’s freedom of choice is limited.  

Government gains power by taking responsibility to address a problem.  For example, the federal 

government decided, under Obama, to take the responsibility to fix the medical industry.  The act of 

                                                           
1 Cost of Government Day, 2010 Report by Americans for Tax Reform Foundation; federal taxes 28.5 percent, state 

and local taxes 14.2 percent, regulatory cost 20.2 percent of GDP plus deficit spending.    



being responsible to solve a problem gives government the ‘right’ to write regulations, tax the people, 

and make choices that are imposed on the people.   This is the simple process of government growth. 

The people can only be empowered by a two step process.  The government must change its policies 

to allow citizens to assume the power and responsibility.  I call this process optionality.  Let those that 

want to be responsible to opt out of government programs.  The government must give the option to 

citizens to take responsibility.  An example of this is home schooling.  The government, at one time, 

outlawed home schooling.  Now, parents may choose to take the responsibility to teach their own 

children at home.  It is not required, it is allowed.   

Notice that as parents assume responsibility to educate their own children, costs drop for other 

taxpayers.  It costs taxpayers $7,000 per student per year to educate a child in Idaho in public schools.  

However, it costs taxpayers zero, zip, nada if parents education at home.  This is in accordance to the 

Thayn Doctrine.  As the people regain power and/or are empowered, with choices and resources, the 

cost of government goes down and social problems improve. 

Government must be actively engaged in reducing its own power for several reasons.  Government 

has the power.  Politicians must begin the process of relinquishing this power.  If the people take it by 

force, it will cause violence.    

This gets at the heart of the political debate.  Liberals believe that government must take the lead 

and act.  They say the people and the free market are incapable leaving only government as a legitimate 

solution.   

Conservatives, on the other hand, believe that government should not be involved in solving 

problems.  Conservatives argue that problems will be solved if government does nothing; the party of 

‘no’. 

Liberals talk about the value of government; conservatives talk about the problems with 

government.  One sees the potential while the other sees the danger.  The reality is they are both 

partially right and both partially wrong.  They both ignore the most important factor in establishing a 

peaceful, prosperous society and that is the role of the people.  This is a major omission.  In America, 

the government derives its power from the people, yet politicians treat the American people as subjects 

rather than as master.   The Strength of a nation is measured by the productive capacity of its citizens; 

not by the size of it government.     

The key to creating a stable, peaceful, prosperous nation is by empowering the people.  There is no 

other way.   

The Thayn Doctrine suggests conservatives should use the power of government to transfer the 

power of government that it never should have taken back to the people using concrete programs, 

policies, and laws that give the people control over resources and choices.   

I will share a few examples in the coming days and respond to comments.   

  

 


